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Submission to NB Hydraulic Fracturing Commission 
November 27, 2015 

 
Water and Environmental Protection for Albert County (WEPAC) is a community group 
seeking to educate the people in our county and beyond about the possible impacts of shale 
gas and oil development in our region.  We have been investigating the potential impacts of 
gas and oil development in our area since 2011. 
 
Community History 
 
Albert County’s history of oil and gas began in 1909, and continued until 1991 when the 
Stoney Creek fields were shut down. Back then, little (if any) care was taken to protect 
groundwater, and there were no regulations/procedures in place to properly abandon 
wells once they went dry.  Today, many people living in the hamlet of Stoney Creek deal 
with bad water, bad air, and health problems.  No one has investigated the causes. 
 
We also live with the contaminated remains of the previous gypsum industry; the old 
buildings and garbage were ploughed under dykes along the Petitcodiac River and are now 
leaching colourful, reeking sludge into ditches along the riverfront; the silo is undermined 
more each year by powerful tidal action.  Someday it will no doubt topple into the river. At 
various mining sites chemicals, Bunker C, equipment, and other remnants of the mining 
industry were dumped into holes, left in tunnels and abandoned. Of course, there is no 
money for cleanup…industry just walked away. Village water wells were contaminated by 
hydrocarbon residue from old gas stations and other industries and eventually in the early 
2000’s a new municipal water system had to be installed. 
 
We already bear the scars that industry left behind. We cannot afford any more. Recent 
years have seen the development of wetlands, birdwatching sites, trails and bike paths over 
what were once industrial sites. People are feeling greater pride of place. 
 
In the late 1990s Marico, Columbia and Shell began drilling test holes, but few people knew 
what was going on. In 2004, Contact Exploration (CE) reopened the Stoney Creek field after 
entering into a working interest agreement with Irving Oil1. In 2010, the first successful 
horizontal drilling and fracturing for oil took place at depths of 800-900m (two oil wells 
were unsuccessfully horizontally drilled and fracked in 2008).  At last count, they had 16 
wells in operation, and two onsite employees. 
 

                                                        
1 “Irving Oil Limited (IOL) currently holds the mineral rights to the well field. Contact has entered into an 
agreement with IOL which gives Contact 100% working interest in the well field subject to a royalty paid to 
IOL.”  Contact Exploration EIA for Stoney Creek Well Field, May 2011, pg. 5 
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“ 

In September 2011, CE drilled an oil exploration well (B-55) in Hillsborough (8km south of 
Stoney Creek). This well is 1.8km from the two water wells supplying village water, in close 
proximity to over 100 private wells, and located in an area that geologists call ‘complex’.  In 
addition to Albert County’s 170+ old wells and drill sites, there are numerous outcroppings, 
gypsum caves, underground tunnels, sink holes and fault lines. Any of these can be 
pathways in which gas can move. If I may use more visual terminology, the fault lines look 
like a tic-tac-toe board. Our geology is more like trifle than layer cake. (see plate diagram) 
 
And when the government says no worries, the target formation is 2-4Km down, that is not 
necessarily so here in Albert Co. In the vicinity of our water wells, the petroleum can be 
found less than 500m below the surface and in some areas, petroleum layers break the 
surface. 
 

As one geologist understated, “Astounding bad luck for everyone concerned that 
their petroleum target is right under the water source area.” 

 
 
Tourism & Traffic  
 
In 2012, the tourism industry sustained over 17,000 full time equivalent jobs, bringing in 
an estimated $1.1 billion in tourism-related spending, plus tax revenues of $115 million. It 
has steadily grown since then.  Tourism provides jobs and pride of place, without 
destroying communities, polluting the environment, or disrupting the lifestyle of NB 
residents.  
 
Albert County contains a string of the province’s main tourism eco-destinations and is a 
UNESCO-designated Fundy Biosphere Reserve.  The three main villages (Hillsborough, 
Riverside-Albert, Alma) of southern Albert County are linked by Route 114, a narrow two-
lane highway which is part of the Fundy Coastal Drive tourism route.   
 
The highway sees upwards of 220,000 tourists a year and 1000 buses in additional to 
campers, delivery trucks and regular commuter traffic. It is not a particularly safe or well-
constructed highway (rarely receiving more than a kilometer or two upgrading at a time), 
and has few passing lanes, considering it is the main artery connecting a tourism cluster 
that includes Hopewell Rocks, Mary’s Point Shorebird Preserve, Crooked Creek Gorge, Cape 
Enrage Lighthouse and Fundy National Park.   
 
Adding the intensive industrial truck traffic and infrastructure, noise and air pollution 
required for an active shale gas and oil development zone would have significant impacts 
on community life and on the businesses that tourism operators (and agricultural 
entrepreneurs) have worked hard to build.  The shale gas and oil industry is a polar 
opposite to the eco-tourist destination that we promote and celebrate.  
 
These two cultures are worlds apart. 
What Consultation Looks Like 
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I know that I don’t have to explain or repeat the many issues at stake. Each and every one 
that has been verified by scientific research is of primary concern for people living in close 
proximity to proposed development, so I will outline specifically what the required 
consultation process looked like for residents of Hillsborough and Stoney Creek.  
 
In May 2005 and February 2006, Contact Exploration held open house meetings within the 
village to ‘review proposed plans for oil and natural gas exploration in the Weldon/Oil Hill 
area’.  Weldon is the area closest to the Stoney Creek field; the ‘Oil Hill’ is what the Stoney 
Creek well field is commonly referred to by long-term residents.  The information brochure 
indicates 3D seismic testing using dynamite would take place between May 15 and Dec. 31, 
2005. 
 
On May 11, 2006 they held another meeting shortly before a second round of seismic 
testing began, ‘to review plans for seismic program, oil and natural gas exploration in the 
following areas: Weldon/Oil Hill/Stoney Creek/ Hillsborough/Albert Mines.’ 
 
The notice indicates that Contact Exploration is investigating the potential for further 
natural resource development near Hillsborough, that they are in the process of drilling 
horizontal wells in Stoney Creek, and that they have received approvals from the 
government for drilling completion and testing of wells. According to records, 29 people 
attended this meeting, having heard about it via mail delivery flyer. The purpose of the 
meeting was to provide information and obtain comments.   
 
At the same time, the village of Hillsborough was searching for a new municipal water 
source.  Finding water had been tricky. A team of engineers and hydrogeologists had drilled 
29 test wells looking for a reliable, clean water supply of sufficient quality. They drilled an 
additional 6 wells seeking the backup source.  Both wells are in the vicinity of 200m deep. 
Village employees dedicate many hours maintaining these two wells and ensuring water 
quality levels are monitored and secure.  
 
In March 2011, CE received approval from Energy & Mines for “exploratory drilling, 
completing, testing, producing the related activities” associated with three new Contact 
drilled oil wells, 17 existing oil wells, 11 existing gas wells. This gave them permission to 
frac when necessary. The approval also included construction and operation of a 
production facility for oil and natural gas from these wells.  Most of these wells are within 
the Stoney Creek field, others are situated around Hillsborough.  (see attached map) 
 
On June 2, 2011, CE received permission to drill a directional oil well in Edgett’s Landing, 
which is an adjunct community to Hillsborough. On their application, they state that the 
public has not been notified, nor was municipal council’s approval sought as the site was 
beyond the Hillsborough municipal boundary and greater than 300m from the nearest 
residence. 
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Another Open House was held on June 8, 2011.  Of the 2934 flyers delivered to area homes 
announcing the meeting, 1278 of these went to Moncton (25 km from Hillsborough and on 
the other side of the Petitcodiac River). At this point, few people had even heard about 
hydraulic fracturing, even less of the risks involved.  As is evidenced by the horizontal 
drilling that had already taken place, this was an obligatory information session, not a 
consultation. 
 
A Hillsborough village councilor reports that he received phone calls from several people 
who told him our MLA had advised them not to bother going to the meeting; it would be a 
“waste of time”.  The same councilor tells us that the village mayor at the time provided her 
blessing for drilling of well B-55, however she did not bring up this matter to council 
meeting, nor did she ask for their opinion or input.  The company was given permission to 
extract water from a slowly recharging village well that supplies water needed for fire 
emergencies.  
 
In September 2011, well B55 was drilled and a core sample taken. According to Energy & 
Mines, the well was then cemented in and closed. No water testing was done as there were 
no homes within 300m of the site. 
 
In its December 2012 Corporate Presentation, Contact Exploration optimistically states the 
potential production for this 1000-acre structure, “will likely exceed Stoney Creek.”  
 

In a letter to Premier Alward dated April 11, 2014, a retired geologist states his 
concerns about drilling in this area.  He had worked extensively to help the Village of 
Hillsborough find a viable backup water source in 2006. He noted that core samples 
from a nearby exploratory well drilled by Shell Oil (1998) shows the upper 473 meters 
is water-bearing sand and gravel rocks (which supplies the village and local private 
water wells) and that oil was found between 951 to 968 meters.  He points out, “Note 
that the separation of water bearing rocks and the oil bearing beds here is a mere 0.4 
kilometers.” 

 
Citizens get involved 
 
In June of 2012, the Natural Gas Group came to Hillsborough to gather comments. This, as 
you know, was not a consultation, but a means for assembling the concerns for Louis 
LaPierre’s biased and inappropriately titled report, A Path Forward. Until then, few 
residents knew anything about hydraulic fracturing. 
 
Complacency and ignorance are two of democratic society’s biggest enemies.  So, upset at 
the lack of solid information, a group of concerned citizens gathered to begin researching 
(among us were moms and former teachers, a former mayor, a pastor, several managers, an 
engineer, former air traffic controller, museum curator – all walks, mostly retired - you get 
it).  We eventually formed Water and Environmental Protection for Albert County 
(WEPAC).  
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One of the devastating ways in which society can lose is to allow controversial issues to 
split communities and pit neighbour against neighbour. 
 
Right up front, WEPAC determined that it would not 
happen here.  Our slogan is Protecting What’s 
Important. We established a practice of stating our 
position and our research then encouraging people 
to do their own research, and make up their own 
minds. We encouraged those who agreed to get 
involved, and respected those who disagreed.  
 
We arranged our own meetings with our municipal 
council, only to discover most knew less than us.  
They then endorsed WEPAC to conduct information 
gathering on their behalf.  
 
WEPAC met with CEO Steve Harding of Contact 
Exploration. He brought donuts. It was evident that 
their plans were in place and they were moving 
forward regardless of public concerns.  We visited 
Penobsquis to view an active field and made 
connections with other groups to share information. 
We met with our MLA, who told us “there would be 
thousands of jobs for Albert County”, and that I could 
sell my home for 4 times its value to oil workers 
from out of town if I didn’t want to live here.  It was 
news to him that two Stoney Creek wells had been 
horizontally drilled and hydraulically fracced.  
 
We corresponded with the Dept. of Environment and Local Government (DELF), and with 
Energy and Mines (EM). We met with Minister Bruce Fitch.  He liked our banner. (It was 
handmade by high school kids.) 
 
We met with RCMP and legal counsel to better understand our rights with respect to 
protests. We attended civil disobedience training. We wrote letters. We arranged for 
speakers, and made presentations to other municipal councils. We have submitted a 
petition with 440 signatures to our MLA, held rallies, public info sessions, speaking events, 
and concerts. Our children and youth have been involved in art sales, letter-writing, 
parades and contests. 
 
Over and over again, we heard a common theme:  municipal, provincial or Irving 
employees, or even people employed by companies that serviced an Irving business, were 
unable to speak out or participate.  People quietly supported us, but told us they were not 
free to voice their concerns publicly. We realized a large portion of our population was 
silenced. 
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As individual landowners had signed leases with the company before people fully 
understood the impacts of this kind of development, we invited Dave Core from the 
Canadian Association of Energy and Pipeline Landowners Association to come and speak, 
so people could learn their rights.  People were surprised to learn that the landowner is 
ultimately liable for damages, which is why companies lease instead of purchase land.  
 
In March 2013, seeing the level of opposition in the village, and concerned about water 
supplies and impacts on the community, Hillsborough Council passed a resolution to call 
upon the government of NB to stop all approved gas and oil activities, withdraw its 
approval of licenses for exploration or development, and not renew existing licenses within 
4km of the village limits, and village water wells. (More than 70 communities have passed 
similar resolutions and 20 organizations have called for moratorium or ban.) 
 
Minister Leonard’s response: “The reality is that the activity that’s taking place is well 
within the laws of the province of New Brunswick and there’s really no justification for any 
requests to cease that activity at this point.”2  
 
It was evident that industry power and ministerial opinion outweighed the concerns of 
individuals and municipalities bearing the risks. 

 
 
When Dr. Eilish Cleary’s unsolicited and balanced report was finally released, we felt that 
our concerns had been validated.  Surely people would see the health and environmental 
risks outweighed vague economics. We knew she had been subjected to significant 

                                                        
2 Albert Co. gas work to continue: minister; Times & Transcript, 13 Mar 2013  
 

http://www.wepac.ca/community-event/this-land-is-my-land-or-is-it
http://www.wepac.ca/whos-against-fracking/
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pressure from her superiors and admired her courage.  We asked her to come and speak to 
community and our municipal councils so we could understand more about the health 
risks.   
 
None of these meetings were initiated by government.  None of these meetings would 
have happened without our own determined pursuit of answers and information.   
 
At no time, was this community asked if they wanted this industry. At no time did a 
representative of the government or industry come into the community to advise us of the 
level of risk associated with this industry or provide risk/benefit analysis. At no time were 
we provided with unbiased information on risks or dangers. 
 
A constituent, during a visit with our MLA asked for research showing the industry was 
safe. She was given links to the Canadian Petroleum Producers and the Canadian Society for 
Unconventional Resources websites. 
 
Every response carried the standard two-liner, ‘committed to responsible development’ 
and ‘world class regulations’ phraseology.  
 
When village councilors solicited a meeting with Minister Craig Leonard in spring 2013, he 
told them they had nothing to worry about; if there was a spill on wellpad B55, the 
contaminants would flow towards the river (which would also be towards private wells).  
He also assured them that he had spoken with one very happy dairy farmer in Pennsylvania 
who had a well site on his property (Curiously, during meetings with constituents, both 
Albert MLA Wayne Steeves and Minister Mike Olscamp mentioned that same farmer.)  
Councilors were told Minister Leonard would supply them with additional information 
regarding plans for the area. The council received nothing as a result of that meeting.   
 
In Whom Shall we Trust? 
 
In March 2013, CE entered into a partnership to supply natural gas to Peiridea Energy, a 
company proposing an LNG terminal in Goldsboro, NS.  A year later, Contact’s CEO advised 
village council that he expected to drill two exploratory gas wells with an investment from 
Pieridae.3 The moratorium put a halt to these plans. 
 
As of this writing, and according to DELG, there are currently “39 wells within the Stoney 
Creek field which have DELG approval. 35 of those wells have been drilled, 4 have not and 
still have not received DEM Approval.”  
 
There are 6 wells outside the Stoney Creek field within the general Hillsborough area 
which have both DELG and DEM approval, 5 of which have been drilled (one being the 
Hopewell B-55) with one gas well not yet drilled.  
 

                                                        
3 letter Harding/Armstrong dated Jan 9, 2013, was actually sent in April 2014 
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In October 2014, Contact Exploration merged with Donnycreek Energy to become Kicking 
Horse Energy.  Last month, they were bought out by Orlen, a multi-national Polish company 
with a branch in Canada that has been buying up Canadian ONG companies.  
 
In July 2013, Petroworth, which held leases in the Stoney Creek/Dawson/Berryton area, 
changed its name to First Sahara Energy This year, First Sahara was bought out by a 
pharmaceutical company.  Petroworth drilled seven wells in our area, only one has been 
actually abandoned. What will happen to those wells? 
 
Should anyone have future problems, no doubt the responsibility would get batted around 
like a ping-pong ball. We have no control over who owns the soil and water beneath our 
feet, nor even the very the foundation of our homes. 
 
Up until the change of government, Canada had no energy plan, no water policy, had laid off 
its scientists, destroyed scientific research and public records, and fallen into one of the 
worse records of pollution enforcement of any industrial nation.  
 
Here in New Brunswick, we have past blunders such as Atcon, the disastrous 25-year 
forestry mis-management plan and the story of Belledune, where for four decades 
government officials hid the fact that humans, garden vegetables and seafood were being 
contaminated with heavy metals from a lead smelter (within 1km of the school), chemical 
fertilizer plant, a zinc smelter, a coal-fired power generation facility. Citizens had serious 
health issues, high levels of lead, cadmium and arsenic in their bodies, homes and gardens, 
high rates of cancer and a destroyed fishery. The town is now preparing for the 
storage/shipping of Alberta bitumen. 
 
Is it any wonder that we do not trust regulation? 
 
Our Future 
 
The potential for development within this small, condensed part of New Brunswick would 
change the nature of our community.  
 
Five years ago, a cross-section of our community members came together to create a vision 
for the future…one of self-sustainability, food security and prosperity created from within. 
Under a framework of Asset-Based Community Development (i.e., work with the strengths 
you have), we envisioned a thriving agricultural landscape, tourism industry, public 
transportation and a healthy, caring, safe place to raise children and build relationships. We 
valued our outdoor network of trails and activity zones. We valued the tourism potential in 
our unique nature.  We talked about art and cultural centres, and alternative energy 
sources. We also talked about our needs and how we might meet them. 
 
Since that time, members of the community have developed Foods of the Fundy Valley, 
which enables residents to be part of Community-Sustainable-Agriculture programs, and 
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purchase meat, poultry, and eggs locally. We developed a community-based transportation 
service and a hiking and biking trail system.  
 
We have a grocery store, an excellent health care facility, senior’s residences, a number of 
food service establishments, economic development groups, a growing number of 
agricultural entrepreneurs and farmers, well-known musicians and artisans.  Tourism 
operators are preparing for the opening of the Fundy Parkway. People move here because 
they value our way of life. We are slowly creating our vision.  
 
No one envisioned a mining industry, with its noise, pollution, water use, traffic, 
degradation of landscape, or impacts on wildlife. Such a vision is at odds with the one 
created by the community. Such an industry would harm and endanger the very things 
we’ve identified of value to this community.  
 
If we had been asked – and if we had been honestly advised of what was at stake - the 
answer would have been no.   

 
Hundreds of people have spent thousands of hours researching, organizing, making 
presentations, cooking and baking, planning, traveling, attending meetings and 
teleconferences, writing letters and press releases, crafting brochures, posters and 
handouts, talking to people, sharing information, hosting information booths, going door-
to-door.  
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They have generously given money, travelled to protests, supported our colleagues in 
Penobsquis and Kent County, built bonds between cultures. They have hosted concerts and 
presentations, protests and rallies; they have raised money through yard sales, plant sales, 
bake sales, t-shirt sales, concerts and art auctions. 
 
They have brought the people of this province together like never before…and when an 
issue threatened to divide us, they made ‘us’ stronger.  
 
We have done what we can to involve children, as this is their future and we all gain when 
we nurture active, caring, empowered stewards and future citizens. 
 
Imagine putting all this energy, love, teamwork and enthusiasm towards something 
positive; something that moves our province forward, builds and strengthens communities.  
 
Imagine inspiring a cultural shift towards care and compassion for each other, and for our 
environment. 
 

*** 
When reading the Alward Government’s 2011 Energy Blueprint, one hardly gets the sense 
they would be aggressively promoting the extraction of natural gas.  And yet, the 
Government of N.B. signed exploration leases with several oil and gas companies with the 
intention of exploiting these resources if the exploration showed promising reserves.   
 
These leases were signed 
without any consultation with 
or mandate from the New 
Brunswick residents who will 
shoulder the well-
documented risks associated 
with the industry.   
 
We did not have free, prior 
and informed consent by 
anyone’s definition or by any 
stretch of the imagination. If 
there ever was a situation 
that warranted adherence to 
the ‘precautionary principle’, 
it is this one.  
 
Our hope is held in a better story.  
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