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Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the uniqueness and vulnerabilities of the agricultural industry, 

the province’s second largest goods producing sector and primary agricultural producers of New 

Brunswick. The primary agriculture sector contributes close to $600 million to the provincial economy and 

the processed agri-food products are worth over $1 billion annually. The primary and processing industry 

employs close to 11,000 jobs, most of them being in rural communities. 

The Agricultural Alliance of New Brunswick is the voice of NB primary agricultural producers and 

promotes a sustainable and prosperous agricultural industry on their behalf.  

Since 2011, the Alliance has provided the provincial government with the following concerns regarding 

exploring and developing the shale gas industry in New Brunswick:  

- Achieving balance between shale gas development and affected producers: producers must 

have assurance that their water supplies and land are protected and safe from contamination and 

productivity losses.    

- High ground water quality: hydraulic fracturing can have significant negative impact on ground 
water quality; providing proper safeguards are crucial due to our industry’s reliance on high 
ground water quality. This is even of more significance to livestock producers. The baseline 
groundwater quality study than began while the Energy Institute was in place must be continued 
and must ensure that the boundaries tested follow other jurisdictional standards, if not more 
rigorous.  The study also must evaluate the current geological landscape to be able to monitor 
any consequences from hydraulic fracturing over a short and long term period.   
 

- Reliable potable water supply: disruptions to potable water supply are extremely detrimental to 

agricultural operations. Halting water supply can impact livestock and crop health and infringe on 

optimal livestock care. Contingency plans that encompass all risks on a farm that could result 

from the development of the shale gas industry must be created and include timely emergency 

responsiveness.   

- Surface rights of farm operations: optimal agricultural land quality is crucial for their livelihood 

and the sustainability of the industry as a whole. Land productivity and soil health must be 

properly safeguarded for both the short and long term basis. Regulations and acceptable surface 

disturbance protocols must be put in place to properly protect farming operations. Based on 

testimonials from producers in other jurisdictions, regulations and compensation levels are 

proving to be inadequate and favoring the shale gas industry.   
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- Industry compliance and enforcement: Environmental enforcement officers and other staff 

beyond that department involved in inspection, monitoring and enforcement should undertake 

comprehensive applied training in jurisdictions that are currently exploring and developing the 

shale gas industry. The training sessions would tremendously benefit them when exercising their 

functions and greatly contribute to the minimization of risks as much as possible.   

- Remediation measures and compensation: remediation protocols and appropriate 

compensation levels for agricultural producers must be developed in collaboration with the 

agricultural industry and the Department of Agricultural, Aquaculture and Fisheries, due to the 

potential significant negative economic impact on our sector and the jeopardy of its sustainability.  

- Dispute resolution mechanisms: effective turnaround time for dispute resolution by a third party 

is crucial for agricultural operations in ensuring viable continuation of their business.  

In addition, our members passed the following motion at our 2014 Annual General Meeting: 

Whereas  natural gas in New Brunswick is being tested to see if feasable;  
 
Be it resolved that the Alliance lobbies the Government to makes sure that all efforts are made 
to totally insure all ground water is totally protected with no contamination at all. 
 

Regulations must be put in place to protect farm businesses, water quality and supply, agricultural land 

and soil health. The Agricultural Alliance is requesting to be included in regulatory review and have the 

ability to make recommendations that will minimize the adverse effect of shale gas exploration and 

development to the farming community. Ensuring that agricultural producers’ rights and operations are 

protected must occur to allow for responsible shale gas exploration and development, while not 

compromising the second largest goods producing industry in New Brunswick. We are deeply concerned 

that, at this moment, the risk of developing the shale gas industry in New Brunswick significantly 

outweigh the economic benefits. The provincial government must undertake a comprehensive market 

analysis and exercise its due diligence before lifting the moratorium. Pursuing further could risk placing 

our province in a further dire economic state if the market demands are already saturated.    

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you today. 

If there are any questions, we would be pleased to respond to them. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

Mike Bouma, President of the Agricultural Alliance of NB  

On behalf of the Agricultural Alliance of New Brunswick 

Enclosed: letters submitted by the Agricultural Alliance of NB to the provincial government from March 2011 to this 

                  date.  

   


