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My name is Susan Hopkins McQuarrie, and I live in St-Ignace.  I am a member of the group Notre environnement, notre choix / Our Environment, Our Choice.

My husband and I moved to St-Ignace seven and a half years ago from Saskatchewan.  My husband suffers from poor health and needed to retire early to have rest and peace. We chose this area to settle partly because it is a natural area of great beauty and abundance of fruits, flowers, wild animals and clean water present in myriad streams and rivers.  We found the French (Acadian) community In which we live welcoming to us.  We quickly became part of parish life and particularly enjoyed the fact that people in our area also love and respect the environment and their strong community.  About five years ago we were stunned to learn that the government had invited companies to come into this natural paradise and do hydraulic fracking for natural gas. 

Since that time, we have never had peace and have seen enormous distress in our communities over this assault not only on our way of life, but also on our very health and lives themselves.  We all depend for life on clean water to drink and for bathing, clean air to breath, and unpolluted land on which to grow our food.  We, along with members of our community, have studied extensively, not only in the horrifying testimony of people living in the areas where the shale gas industry has operated, but also in the many studies that various scientific bodies have done, the catastrophic effects hydraulic fracking has had in the communities where it has been done.   These studies have come from a large number of sources in North America, Europe and Australia, and include the work of scientists from a wide range of disciplines.  The experiences of people directly affected by shale gas have been reported by national Canadian media.  There is a huge preponderance of evidence so far, though many more studies are needed, that fracking is dangerous to the planet and to our health.  Our own provincial Chief Medical Officer, the New Brunswick Medical Association and the doctors of our hospitals and clinics have called for a moratorium on shale gas exploration in our province because they have very grave concerns about its danger to our health.  Any one piece of the data at which we have looked is quite daunting, but the totality of this crushing weight of evidence demonstrating the terrible harm caused by fracking is very, very scary to us and to our community.

The dangers of hydraulic fracturing have been very ably presented to this Commission by the provincial umbrella group NBASGA.  Their material is carefully limited to over 100 independent studies.  They do not discuss, for example, the reports by the State of Ohio of earthquakes associated with fracking, or the study by a gas company in England where they admitted that the earthquakes there were caused by fracking.  In a province with a nuclear power plant, earthquakes could be as devastating as those in Japan, so these reports in reputable media are worthy of note, and certainly cause for concern.  

There is vast material available on the dangers posed by fracking to our lives.  I want to mention here some other dangerous side-effects of fracking that perhaps have not been discussed much in the media.  These include great fear, anxiety, sorrow and others.   The people of our larger community here in Kent County, in neighbouring areas and in other parts of the New Brunswick have given 5 years of our lives to trying to save this incredibly beautiful province from irreversible devastation of its ecosystem, from irreparable harm done to its people's health, and from further assault on the planet which leads to dangerous climate change.  Petitions have demonstrated in Kent County and neighbouring communities an overwhelming opposition to shale gas development.  People from all walks of life, ages and ethnicities have joined the struggle to stop this threat to our lives.  Our priests, religious, ministers and other spiritual leaders have consistently supported our struggle.  As well the municipal and local service district elected leaders, the francophone municipality leaders, and local businesses have demonstrated opposition to shale gas development.

Our non-violent struggle has taken a very heavy toll on us.  I have no doubt that our doctors and therapists could testify to this toll, since they are often the ones who have to try to help.  I shall briefly describe my husband's experience of these side-effects, and then will mention that of others we know.  The advent of the shale gas industry in our province has made my husband and me not only immeasurably sad and distressed, but also sick.  My husband suffers from many health problems, including Crohn's, arthritis, migraines, high blood pressure, diabetes and Post-Polio Syndrome.  For the first 2 years of our living in St-Ignace, he experienced an improvement in health  Since the spectre of fracking has appeared, my husband’s health has gone from big improvement to a steady decline.  Because of the stress of having to work constantly to try to prevent the devastation fracking for shale gas brings from destroying our communities’ health and that of the ecosystems on which they depend, his skin problems are terrible, his migraines are more frequent, and he has a lot of bone and muscle pain, which saps a lot of his energy, so that he is exhausted all the time.  Because of the stress of the advent of this industry, and the extensive work required to try to save our communities from its horrific consequences, he is sleeping very poorly, suffers from depression, anxiety and panic attacks.  He desperately needs the sleep to regain energy, yet the worry and fear make him unable to rest as he needs to.   My husband has always been, in spite of his many health afflictions, a cheerful, optimistic person, who has taken various adversities in his stride.  This is not so with the situation of shale gas fracking.  The horror of what it has already done in our communities as the thumper trucks, private security guards, huge police presence, the lifting by the government of any restrictions on where the companies may employ their devastating technology—even in the wetlands so important to the health of the planet—has had a terrible effect on my husband's health as we are confronted with the face of evil.  

Seeing all this happening to him has been immensely frightening to me and has added to the fear I already had because of what I know this industry has done here and around the world.  Ever since the gas company people and their equipment have been here (which in our area of Kent County has been 4 years plus another half year since the Gallant government established this Commission) I have been sick with the stress of fear as we all have worked very hard to try to stop this industry—so harmful to human health and to that of the planet—from wreaking its destruction here.  

For many years, I have studied through reading and attending presentations about sustainable development.  I had wanted to help work on initiatives leading to sustainable and resilient communities in this area where people need employment in the midst of this beautiful, relatively clean environment.  Fracking for shale gas is the opposite of sustainable; it destroys what is in its path, whether it be people, animals, plants, rivers, etc.  I am never free from the weight on my mind and in my heart that this strong, welcoming community will soon be poisoned and changed forever in ways that can never be made well.  When I start to feel happy, I remember this weight of fear.

Because of the threat of fracking coming here, I now suffer from panic attacks involving difficulty in breathing properly and coughing at times uncontrollably  and for long periods of time.  Normally, I am a very healthy person.  Now I sometimes clench my jaws so tightly from the stress of what might happen to our community, our ecosystem, our health and that of the planet, that my teeth and jaws hurt.  I have insomnia  frequently when working hard on this campaign, or when the latest horrific information comes to light about fracking or what the government wants to do to us.  I also have sciatica problems caused by the anxiety-induced tightening of my back muscles.

I have been made sick also by seeing the people in the community in great distress.  In addition to young families terrified for their young children, but also anxiety-ridden about facing the possibility of moving to save the health of their families, many of the people are in their 60s, 70s, and 80s.  They are fearful that there will be no future for their grandchildren.  Our community is very cognizant of, and frightened by, the dangers pointed to by our doctors, public health workers and toxicologists that fracking poses --especially for children, infants and the elderly.

I have been made very sad and sick by seeing the despair and feelings of helplessness people have here in the face of what the New Brunswick government, in league with the shale gas companies, are forcing on them.  These are people who love the land, the forests, rivers, and homes where their ancestors lived.  The Acadian people here feel very close to their ancestors and on the land that has always sustained them.  Seeing their patrimony threatened horrifies them, as does the idea that their children and grandchildren will not be able to enjoy this because of shale gas destruction.

My parents raised me to have a deep respect for nature, to understand that all our actions toward others and toward the environment are important.  I have a deep faith that all of Creation (nature, including humans) is beloved by God, and that God is present in all Creation.  As a person of faith, I know that we are called to love and protect creation.  I have read many theologians, including the popes, urging us to recognize that “the earth is for all, not for sale.”  Locally (and indeed in many places in the world) our parish priests and nuns all support the struggle to stop the desecration of fracking for shale gas.  Our priests and nuns agree that we must love what God loves—Creation.  The integrity of how I live my life trying to be in right relationship with God is lived out in fact by my doing all in my power to live in right relationship with all humanity and with all Creation.  The assault by frackers on Creation, beloved by God, is also an attack on God and on our faith.   Pope François has written extensively on the desperate need we all share to save the planet from destruction from pollution and climate change caused by devastating industries.  He has spoken to the United Nations passionately on this critical situation we all face.

People of our community have spent countless hours standing by the roads holding protest signs, trying to stop the march of this manifest evil of fracking.  We have been physically attacked.  We have seen an eight-month pregnant Aboriginal woman arrested.  She had been standing next to a non-Aboriginal woman who was not arrested.  Both were doing the same thing: non-violently defending their lives and lands.  Scenes like this, repeated for years, have caused great psychological and physical distress to the people of our community.  Seeing their government using the police to attack repeatedly peaceful protesters, while protecting foreign companies wanting to extract gas which destroys their land, water and air, has been terribly distressing to the community and has made many very angry and sad. 

My husband and I were arrested when we peacefully resisted the thumper trucks coming to start the path to destruction.  According to my heartfelt religious conviction, this destroying of the environment is never acceptable.  It is doubly unacceptable as the government is allowing it to take place on so-called Crown lands, which are really lands belonging to the Aboriginal peoples of the Maritimes, who never ceded these lands.  This taking away of the inherent rights of Aboriginal peoples is wrong and breaks international and Canadian laws, as Amnesty International, a well-respected, impartial organization, along with the Canadian Friends (Quakers) and Kairos, an ecumenical Canadian religious group, have pointed out in a letter to Premier Alward in November 2013.  Our popes have also condemned the moral wrong of taking Aboriginal peoples’ land and developing on it without their informed, prior consent.  This trampling on justice for all people is indescribably sad, and makes all of us very angry.  

After the Rexton raid by the RCMP, I was shocked to hear from her own mouth that an elderly woman, who had been praying the Rosary with her parish priest, by the site of the camp on Route 134 in Rexton, was pepper-sprayed in the face by a police officer, after the priest had left.  I also learned from another woman that she and a woman friend were arrested at the same site, when they were crouched on the ground quietly praying with an eagle feather. Another woman told us of being grabbed by her hair and forced to the ground by police.  These I heard from the mouths of these non-violent people.   This has made me very distrustful of the RCMP and stressed out to think that Canadian police would do such things. I previously did not have this fearful distrust.  Many people in our villages are afraid even to hold a protest sign and attend a demonstration, even to drive past the police on the road, as they are fearful the police will arrest them.

As a Catholic, and as a member of Amnesty International, I have been very involved as a volunteer working to help people in other countries to achieve justice for their ancestral lands when foreign extractive companies come there.  Many are killed, beaten, tortured, or disappeared, as these foreign companies hire private security guards to terrorize the population.  Local police and soldiers of these countries also help the extractive companies to suppress the local people’s protests and expressions of legitimate concern.  My horror has been great at seeing some similar situations here in Kent Country.

My husband and I are working very hard to stop this desecration of the beautiful creation given us by God, of which humans in all their fragility form a part.  The fear is very great as is the sickness caused not only to us, but to very many others we know.  We personally know others who, because of the stress of trying to save the life of their communities (all life), have had to be treated by doctors and therapists for all manner of stress and fear-induced, serious physical problems.  Some have actually been disabled from these mental and physical problems. We, all want to help to continue to build our communities in sustainable ways for our children’s children and beyond.   We want to live in peace and health, mutually supporting each other and our environment on which our descendants’ future depends.  We are so afraid!  

We have been consistently portrayed as people against progress, nay-sayers, violent and misinformed people, and/or 'just' environmentalists--as if we all didn't live on the same endangered planet. In fact we are Aboriginal, Acadian and Anglophone people who are knowledgeable about sustainable living and want nothing better than to work on projects to promote that.  Notre environnement, notre choix / Our Environment, Our Choice  has, in fact, submitted our ideas for a healthy, sustainable economy and province to the Gallant government, when it requested the people's suggestions. 

We are people who come from a variety of walks of life.  We are folks who know the forest intimately and work there; we are biologists, engineers, geologists and environmental scientists; we are dentists, doctors, nurses, pharmacists and other health professionals; we are women who work in the home raising children and grandchildren; we are university professors; we are truckers, carpenters and electricians; we are fishermen; we are retired people living sustainably on the land of our fathers and mothers; we are artists, poets and musicians;  we are children, teenagers and adults, ranging from our twenties into our eighties.

Around the globe, the devastation caused by pollution, greenhouse gases and destruction of habitat is constantly in the news.  It is well-known that extractive industries, including oil and gas ones, are huge contributors to this destruction of the planet, its food systems, water sources, etc.  They are also the major cause of climate change, one of the paramount problems facing everyone on the planet, from polar bears, to children, to world leaders.  World and Canadian leaders discuss these problems constantly.  Can it possibly be that only the province of New Brunswick is in denial on this situation, to even consider lifting the moratorium?

Those of us who love all Creation--a love that is "primordial," in the words of one researcher--have come to this Commission as, yet again, an attempt to see justice done to the earth and to all the creatures that live in it, including to us humans.  We know that there is no separation between us and God's Creation.  We are part of it and it of us.  We ask you, the appointed Commissioners, to take back the message that we want an end to self-serving greed. We want an end to completely unfounded promises of prosperity to flow from the destruction of the planet and all that it is.  We want an end to our leaders being, in the popular phrase, "bought and sold" by their corporate masters. We want to live!

We respectfully ask that, thinking of your mothers and fathers, your children, your grandchildren, the rivers you have loved, the beautiful forest you see, the delicious fish, the blueberries you love to eat, even of the bee pollinating those blueberry flowers, you do the will of the people and stop even thinking of allowing fracking.  As people trying to speak for ourselves and all Creation, we say: do justice!  Save our lives!  

